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Access to english-speaking Bachelor programs and Meer courses

Norway'’s involvement in, and firm commitment towsyé number of political processes has
been implemented during the last decade in suchyaas to result in an undeniablse in
the number of foreign studentaho chose Norway as educational destination

Such increase -which is currently attributed matolyshort-term exchange studying (3 to 10
months§- boosted unexpectedly theeed for (and thus, Higher Institutions’ obligations
towards) supplyingdditional study programsand single-subject coursetught in english

At the same time, though, after ISU’s consultatiand research about the current situation,
the following conclusions have been safely reached:

[A]. The total number oEnglish-speaking Bachelor progranoe$fered to both international
and Norwegian students by all higher educationtlrigins in Norway amount to nine (ut
of which three (3) are performance-based (dancsjanu

The number is considered surprisingly low in respe®oth international but also Norwegian studémisrested
in having an english-speaking education (eitheriénv of the developmental work they are/will be artdking
as part of their program/personal development,and/ view of the further studies to be undertalkdmoad).

[B]. At the same time, higher education InstituBogeem to restrict international students
from the possibility of équally) accessing single-subject courses at a &talgtvel if not
being admitted under an exchange scheme or a pnogfatudy, requirement which is not

necessary for Norwegian students.
In this respect, Norwegian and international Mastadents and PhD researchers do not get a fagrtyyty to
mutually benefit from the interaction and commutima/information flow between them and their work.

In view of thecentral importanceof the issue towards the improvement of the quatit
internationalisation offered for/by Norwegian higheducation Institutions, and thus,
consisting oiSU’s main priority we would like tosuggesto the State Secretaand kindly
askfrom the Government to:

- Ensure (allocation to and earmarking from the Staigget for 2012 of the necessary
funds for, and active promotion of)s@gnificant increaseof the numbeiwof degree-
oriented English-medium instructed programmes taught by Norwegian higher
education Institutionsand also,

- Ensurethat international and Norwegian students will halve possibility of being
admitted to single subject courséy Norwegian higher education Institutioas an
equal footing

! The number of international/foreign students stuglyn Norway doubled within the last decade (frém90in
1997/1998“Minifacts about Norway” (Education), published bye Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Mar2009, available at
www.ssb.no/english/subjects/00/minifakta_eryday15.008 in 2009
[http:/dbh.nsd.uib.no/rapporter/nokkeltall/studenvisning.actioh, While, according to the data provided by the Dassfor
Statistikk om hggre utdanning (National Statistiosclassification of education- NUS system), in&tional
students percentage rose by 13,4% within one &t year (fronl3.240in 2008 t015.008in 2009).

2 According to data found at the Report 14 to thertiig (p.12), “in 2008 there were 5.054 foreigmleange
students” attending Higher Education Institutionkjle the total number of degree-oriented Quotasth
students amounts to 1.100 (according to SIU data).




Student explosion and accommodation

The increase of the number of foreign studentwho choose Norway as educational
destination boosted not only the need for additiatady programs taught in English and
(equal) access to single-subject courses, but tlsmeed of attention to the issuef
accommodation

Since the number of international students in Ngrigaexpected to double (and reach the
guota of 20% of the student body) in the next fexarg, among a parallel increase of the
percentage of Norwegian students,

In this respect, ISU would like tsupport the Ministry’s work, andsuggestto the State
Secretary andindly askfrom the Government to:

- Ensurecontinuity of the good solution offered by the Ministry of Edtica regarding
the funding of (at least) 1000 student housing units rpgear, for the following
year(s).

ISU funding — extraordinary request for cost of offce premises

ISU was previously provided with an office from Nkr Studentunion (NSU). As a
consequence of thmerger between NSU and Studentenes Landsforbund $h May
201Q this office is no longer available for ISU. Fromuly 1, 2010, Norsk
studentorganisasjon (NSO) is located in StL’s farpremises, where there unfortunately is
no room to provide ISU with an office facility. ithe help of NSO, ISU found a new office
space near the NSO office, but lack the necessairig to stay in this office.

Despiteevery effort has been made to ensure a viable reseither by addressing ISU’s
main partner§NSO and ANSA) for their financial and/or in kisdpport, or by reorganising
the activities and costs of ISU’s annual budgetifng, as received in July 2010 from the
Ministry, it has not been possible to reach a smtutvhich would allow ISU to continue its
existence and effective representation of inteomati students, and be able to continue its
work towards internationalisation of Norwegian eahimn.

In this respect -and in view of the fact that ISOisrent reorganised budget (with the aim to
cover basic necessities) is still dependent ontiaahdil financial support- which is currently
estimated to be 100.000 NOK,

ISU would like tokindly askthe State Secretary and the Ministry of Education t
— Reaffirm their sensibility, as well as allow ISU ¢ontinue to support the Ministry’s
challenging efforts towards better internationdgima of Norwegian education, by
providing ISU the necessary -for the organisationfarther existence- amount (of
100.000 NOKY}o cover the necessary expenses for an officeipeem



